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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38 

 

Developing urban churches requires workers to reap the plentiful harvest. Jesus commands us to “beseech” 

the Lord to send laborers into His field. This is a strong term that urges us to beg or plead for the help that is 

needed. Would you pray with us? Ask the Lord to provide capable leaders who will harvest souls for Christ 

and assemble neighborhood congregations that advance the gospel and glorify God. 

 

Followers of Christ can use their gifts and experience to serve in many different capacities. You could serve 

children and their families as they deal with the challenges of urban life. You could work with teens, making a 

significant impact at a critical point.  You could mentor young adults who are navigating a complex culture. 

You could help young families by modeling the life of Christ. You could serve seniors in the city who are often 

poor, lonely and sick. You could help those struggling with substance abuse or mental illness in a variety of 

settings. You could help provide medical care through public or Christian agencies serving in the city. You 

could teach in a public, charter or Christian school. You could use your social work training in many different 

settings. And much, much more – the opportunities to serve the Lord in the city are endless!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MetroGrace Gathering is an annual event designed to discover, develop and encourage urban 

workers. Participants learn about MetroGrace and other urban ministries. They spend time with experienced 

urban missionaries. They enjoy Philadelphia. And, they worship with our congregations that are growing in 

the city.   

 

If you or someone you know is interested in attending The Gathering please register today on our website at 

www.MetroGrace.org..  Space is limited so register early! 

http://www.metrograce.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WhHy7dNK2lrLaM0EtEetrO9dZNC9zPv3wdoRXmiu1N4/viewform


A Story of Grace in the City 

 

For the last month or so, I have 

been going around my community 

to knock on doors and meet my 

neighbors. It’s been difficult since I 

am a bit of an introvert by nature 

and most people tend to keep to 

themselves.  Meeting people here 

is difficult especially if one doesn’t 

have a dog to walk, children to 

take to the park or a regular 

drinking habit in the bar.  That’s left 

me to invade people’s personal 

space door-to-door. 

 

In my efforts, I have asked my neighbors how long they have 

lived in Wissinoming and what their impressions are of this 

neighborhood.  I have been astounded by the number of 

people who have recently moved into our Wissinoming 

neighborhood within the last few months, considering it a 

huge step up from where they lived further southwest in 

Philly. Others who have lived here five, ten or even many 

more years answered my question saying that the 

neighborhood used to be nice but that it has been 

deteriorating over the last few years. They cited an alarming 

increase in drug traffic, prostitution, neighbors not tending to 

their properties, vandalism, assaults and the occasional 

murder.  When I asked what could be done about it, the 

answer was often the same: Nothing. It’s hopeless.   

I did not like this answer.  I felt the 

community ought to be rallied to pray for 

one another. After contacting a few other 

pastors of churches in the neighborhood 

we began to organize a prayer event in 

one of our neighborhood parks.  

 

I went around hanging hundreds of fliers 

on doors and handing out fliers to people 

walking around, and after a couple of 

weeks of promoting the prayer meeting, 

we had “Prayer in the Park” on a 

cold Saturday night at 6:00 pm.  Though it 

was dark and chilly, about twenty people 

gathered for prayer, asking for God’s help 

to change our hearts, and the hearts of 

our neighbors; and, praying that we might 

see a revival in our community.   

 

Several people prayed out loud, a few 

tears were shed, and after it was over, 

people stayed around to talk and meet 

one another, sharing their concerns for the 

community. 

 

Please pray for our Wissinoming 

neighborhood. There remains much 

pessimism in the midst of turmoil, but our 

church is striving to share the hope that’s 

found in Christ with our neighbors. 
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